WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT:

Divine Healing



A.  THE ORIGIN OF SICKNESS DISEASE AND DEATH.
	
1.  Sickness, disease and death have come upon the human race because of sin. (Romans 5:12)
a.  These are a curse permitted by God to fall upon man because of his sin and disobedience. (Deuteronomy 28:15-68)
b.  Not God, but the devil is the author of disease, sickness and death; God is the author and giver of life and health (Exodus 15:26); Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil (I John 3:8).

B.  HEALING AND THE ATONEMENT

1.  The word “atonement” means “to cover.” The Lord’s work on the cross covers our sin; it covers the sinner; and it covers the curse of man’s fall.
2.  Christ was made a curse for us in order that we might go free from the curse of sin. (Galatians 3:10-14; Hebrews 2:14,15)
3.  In the Atonement full provision is made for our physical healing, as well as for our deliverance from the guilt, penalty and power of sin (Isaiah 53:4,5; I Peter 2:24)
4.  All the benefits of His Atonement can be acquired by faith, no other way. The believer possesses these blessings only as his faith lays hold on  them (James 5:14-16). Faith is the key to all God’s blessing. Faith is the “hand of the heart.” The FIRST thing a believer should do is trust in the Great Physician. He designed and made the body; he knows how to repair it.

C.  HEALING AND GOD’S WILL

1.  Divine healing is an important part of the gospel. (Matthew 10: 7,8)
2.  It is God’s will to heal the sick. Seldom did a sick person come into the presence of Jesus and walk away in their sickness. Jesus used his gift of healing freely. (Matthew 8:16)
3.  Jesus committed the ministry of healing first to the twelve, then to the seventy, then to the whole church, and finally to each believer in particular (Luke 9:1,2; 10:1-9; Acts 5:12-16). 
4.  The last words of Jesus before He ascended to heaven are a continuing promise of healing power given to believers. (Mark 16:18)






D.  HEALING AND THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH

1.  The sick are instructed to call for the elders of the church who are to anoint with oil and pray over the sick individually. (James 5:14)
2.  No person or principality has the authority to contradict or block God’s orders.
3.  Jesus clearly gave the ministry of healing to the church. The power of God is just the same today and there is a great need for the miraculous to confirm His preached word as their ever was. 
4.  Let our prayer be the same as the early church, “stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” (Acts 4:30) 

E.  HINDERANCES TO RECEIVING DIVINE HEALING

1.  Unconfessed sin (James 5:16)
2.  Demonic oppression or bondage (Luke 13:11-13)
3.  Acute Anxiety (Proverbs 3:5-8)
4.  Past disappointments which undermine faith in the present (John 5:5-7).
5.  People (Mark 10:46-52) 
6.  Unbiblical teaching (Mark 3:1-5)
7.  Unbelief (Mark 6:3-6)
8.  Carnal Behavior (I Corinthians 11:29-30)

F.  WHEN SEEKING HEALING FOR YOU OR OTHERS
When seeking healing for you or others, it is always a good policy to:
1.  Be certain you are in a right relationship with God and others.
2.  Seek the presence of Jesus in your life, for it is His desire to place the faith you need into your heart.
3.  Saturate your life with the Word of God.
4.  Abide (dwell) in Him.
5.  Call for the prayers of the elders of the church, as well as family and friends.
6.  Expect a miracle - trust in the power of Christ.
7.  Rejoice if healing begins today, or delays.
a.  Know that God knows best how to receive glory from your life.


