WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT:

The  Blessed  Hope
(Rapture of the Church)


The resurrection of those who have already died in Christ and their translation together with those who are still alive to meet Christ in the air (The coming of the Lord) is the imminent and blessed hope of the church. (I Thessalonians 4:16,17; Titus 2:11-14)

Introduction:

	The term “rapture” is derived from the Latin word “raptus,” which means “caught away” or “caught up.” This Latin word is equal to the Greek “harpazo,” translated “caught up” in I Thessalonians 4:17. The word rapture is not found in the Bible, but the concept of being caught up is. The Bible clearly speaks of the catching up of the church from the earth to meet the Lord in the air. It involves only those that are totally committed to Jesus Christ.

	There are basically three views of the rapture occurrence: 1. Pre-tribulation rapture. 2. Mid-tribulation rapture. 3. Post-tribulation rapture. We are supporters of the pre-tribulation rapture.

	The rapture is imminent in that it can happen at any time. We are expecting it to happen soon; at any moment. It is the blessed hope in that we, as believers are not looking for the antichrist, or the Tribulation. We are looking for the glorious appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ.


A.  THE “HOPE” OF THE BELIEVER

1.  This blessed hope (rapture) will deliver us from the Great Tribulation (Luke 21:36; Revelation 3:10).
a.  This is a happy event. How could this be a happy or blessed  event if it didn’t somehow lift us out, or keep us from God’s judgement upon the world?
b.  The New Testament writers often encourage us to pray “Maranatha” (i.e. even so Lord come). Why would we want to pray this if it only ushered us in to be a part of the Tribulation?

2.  The blessed hope is based on the promises of Christ (Luke 21:36; John 14:2,3; Matthew 24:36-44).
a.  Jesus Himself said He was coming back.
b.  Christ’s return is mentioned over 300 times in the New Testament alone. Paul mentions it 50 times in his epistles.
c.  All of First and Second Thessalonians, all of Matthew 24 and Mark 13 are devoted to Christ’s second coming.

B.  THE WAY CHRIST WILL COME

1.  Literal and in person (John 14:3; Acts 1:11)
2.  It will be visible (Philippians 3:20,21; Hebrews 9:28)
3.  Powerful and glorious (II Thessalonians 2:1-10)
4.  Sudden and unexpected (Matthew 24:27)

C.  WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU (The Believer)

1.  Deliver from the Tribulation (Luke 21:36)
2.  Dead saints will be raised with an eternal glorified body (I Thessalonians 4:16,17)
3.  The living saints will be caught up and changed (I Corinthians 15:51-55)
4.  Saint shall be delivered from sickness, pain and sorrow for ever (Revelation 21:4).

D.  HOW WILL IT HAPPEN? 

	Warning: We need to be careful of being to confident in placing an order to divine future events. God is the only one that knows for sure.

1.  Christ will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will be resurrected.
2.  At the same time, living believers will be almost instantly transfigured into immortal, perfect bodies.
3.  Both will be caught up together to meet Christ in the air.
4.  They will be united with Christ, and taken to the Father in heaven.
5.  They will be removed from all sickness, persecution and oppression. They will be delivered from the Great Tribulation
6.  Following the rapture is the day of the Lord, the day that brings God’s wrath to the ungodly. This will be followed by the Second Coming of Christ when He comes to destroy the ungodly, and to reign on earth.

E.  A WARNING TO ALL

1.  The rapture is only promised to those who have made Jesus Their Lord and Savior. There is only hope in Jesus Christ. (John 3:3)
2.  The portion of the professing church that fails to be prepared, abstain form evil, and is unfaithful to Christ will be left behind at the rapture (Matthew 25:1-13). They will remain as part of the apostate church subject to God’s wrath (Contrast Revelation 17:1-5 with Revelation 19:7-10).
